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atmosphere of the modern school yields information about
his interests, achievement, and habitual ways of acting, speak-
ing, and feeling. Such significant information should be
recorded in a permanent form. Thus, it will be an aid to
other teachers in understanding the child when he comes
to them.4
A rating scale for the clinical study of children has been
published by Baker and Traphagen.5 It consists of a case
record blank of sixty-six items each of which is to be rated
on a five-point scale. Questions and suggestions for observa-
tion given in connection with each item aid the teacher in
directing his observation toward significant points. The five
items which were found to distinguish "normal'' from be-
havior problem groups were: (1) general behavior, (2)
child's attitude toward school, (3) discipline, (4) personality
type, and (5) pity, sympathy, and enthusiasm.
There have been various character analysis charts which,
like the scales already mentioned, direct the observer's atten-
tion toward certain kinds of behavior. Their value depends,
first, upon the significance for character development of the
items selected and, second, upon the conditions under which
the observations are made. It is important that the condi-
tions are favorable for observation and that the observer
himself is skilled. Some of the habit inventories permit
self-rating. These are of doubtful value in the study of
primary children whose judgment of their own acts cannot
be expected to be reliable. A great variety of scales exists in
this category of tests, questionnaires, and rating scales which
measure interests, attitudes, and other personality traits.
In studying the intelligence of children a combination of
observation, individual testing, and group testing may be
used. The verbal ability of children, as shown in their daily
conversation, their questions, their facility in seeing relation-
ships, and their quickness in comprehending an explanation
or directions, give indications of their intelligence. Standard-
* See page 269 for precautions in interpreting records,
s Harry J. Baker and Virginia Traphagen, The Diagnosis and Treatment of
Behavior-Problem Children.   New York: The Macmillan Company, 1935-

